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Foreword

Believing that God calls His church intentionally to seek and savor the glory of God in all 

things, this document sets forth the foundational purpose, priorities, and principles for which 

Christ’s church exists.

Article I – Name

“Word of Grace” refers to the gospel, which is the word of God’s grace to us1 through Jesus 

Christ, 2 who is the power of God unto salvation. 3

1Acts 14:3; Acts 20:32; 2Ephesians 2:4-10; 3Romans 1:16

Article II – Purpose

Our chief purpose is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.1 Therefore, we delight in Christ’s 

preeminence in all things.2 We proclaim the gospel of salvation by grace through faith in Christ 

alone.3 We work to build his church by making disciples who grow in the grace and knowledge 

of Christ, and to equip the saints for ministry until we all reach the fullness of Christ for God’s 

glory alone.4 
1 Westminster Shorter Catechism, 1 Corinthians 6:20; Psalm 16:11; 2 Psalm 37:4; 3 Matthew 

28:18-20; Ephesians 2:8-10; 4 Ephesians 4:11-16; 2 Peter 3:18

Article III – Confession of Faith

1. All of Scripture is “breathed out by God.”1 Therefore, we affirm the Bible’s inspiration, 

inerrancy, and authority.  As such, the Bible is the final and sufficient authority in all 

matters of faith and practice in the church.
1 2 Tim. 3:16-17

2. At times, it is helpful to issue statements to clarify biblical truth and to correct doctrinal 

errors and heresies that may arise.  Therefore we fully subscribe to the 1689 Baptist 

Confession of Faith in particular as a faithful exposition of vital biblical doctrines, to aid in 

the instruction, edification, correction, and protection of the church. The 1689 Baptist 

Confession of Faith does not serve to supplement, add to or subtract from the Word of God. 

The Confession does serve as a summary statement of the doctrine believed and preached 

by Word of Grace Baptist Church (WOGBC) and may be used to share, as a matter of 

integrity, with any party interested in joining fellowship with WOGBC.  

3. The church may also adopt other historical confessions of faith, or issue its own position 

statements in order to clarify or correct matters of doctrine, ethics, or practice that may 

arise.
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Article IV – Core Values

In order to preserve a consistent and faithful level of integrity to God, his word, and his church, 

the following values will drive the church’s priorities:

1. The Primacy of God’s Glory: “My glory I give to no other” (Isaiah 42:8).  Therefore, we 

make decisions based on how God will be glorified, according to the Scriptures.

2. The Sufficiency of Christ’s Grace: “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And 

this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 

boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Therefore, we receive salvation as a gift from God, and not by our

own works or merit.

3. The Priority of the Spirit’s Call: “The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he

will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” (John 

14:26).  Therefore, we seek the leadership of the Holy Spirit in the light of the clear teaching 

of Scripture.

4. The Authority of God’s Word: “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God 

may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  Therefore, we study 

God’s Word and submit to its teachings for our spiritual growth, the mutual edification of 

Christ’s church, and God’s glory.

5.  The Urgency of the Gospel Mandate: “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel” (1 

Corinthians 9:16).  It is the desire and intent of the church that the gospel be central in all 

that we do, therefore, we actively seek opportunities to share the gospel.

6. The Beauty of the Covenant Community: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching

and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42).  Therefore, we 

walk together, seeking the mutual edification of one another in the bond of Christian 

fellowship.

7. The Excellency of Expository Preaching and Teaching: “Devote yourself to the public 

reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching” (1 Timothy 4:13).  Therefore, we devote 

ourselves to a consistent exposition and application of God’s Word, teaching the whole 

counsel of God according to historic Baptist doctrines.

8. The Majesty and Intimacy of Christ-centered Worship: “God is spirit, and those who 

worship him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24).  Therefore, we meet together 

regularly on the Lord’s Day and at other times specifically to offer worship that is Christ-

centered, God-honoring, and Spirit-led in accordance with God’s Word.
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9. The Necessity of Regenerate Church Membership: “You must be born again” (John 3:7).  

Therefore, we examine ourselves to ensure that we are in the faith and that Christ is in us, 

and we will encourage one another to stand firm in faith, to persevere in trials, and to 

demonstrate Christ-like love for one another in all that we do.

10. The Essentiality of Prayer: “I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting 

holy hands without anger or quarreling” (2 Timothy 2:8).  Therefore, we will engage in 

corporate, family, and personal times of prayer for God’s glory.

11. The Sacred Union of Marriage: “And said, for this cause shall a man leave father and 

mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?” (Matthew 19:5, 2 

Cor 6:14) On this basis, we affirm that marriage is the institution of God and is ordained to 

be between one man and one woman (equally yoked), for life, as directed by our Savior. As 

such, WOGBC reserves the right to determine the use of church property (as applicable), its 

support, and/or sanction for any event, gathering or ceremony to be for the edification of the 

body of Christ and to the glory of God.

Article V – Church Covenant

As God established the New Covenant with his elect in Christ, the church resolves to covenant 

together for the glory of God, the edification of the church, and the advancement of the gospel:

“Having been brought into fellowship with God by divine grace though repentance and faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and having been led by his mercy to give up ourselves to Him, and having

been baptized upon our profession of faith, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, and believing God’s call to be a church that intentionally seeks and savors the glory of 

God in all things, we do now, relying on His gracious aid, solemnly and joyfully establish our 

covenant with each other for the glory of God, the edification of the church, and the 

advancement of the gospel:

1. We will work and pray for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

2. We will walk together in brotherly love, as become the members of a Christian Church; 

exercise an affectionate care and watchfulness over each other and faithfully admonish and 

entreat one another as occasion may require.

3. We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, or neglect to pray for others and 

ourselves.

4. We will endeavor to bring up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord all who are at any 

time under our care and by a pure and loving example seek the salvation of our families and 

friends.

5. We will rejoice at each other’s happiness and endeavor with tenderness and sympathy to bear

4



each other’s burdens and sorrows.

6. We will seek, by Divine aid, to live Godward lives in the world, denying ungodliness and 

worldly lusts; remembering that, as we have been buried symbolically by baptism and raised 

again spiritually with Christ, we are called to lead a new and holy life.

7. We will work together for the continuance of a faithful evangelical ministry in this church, as

we maintain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines.  As a local congregation, we 

will contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the 

church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel to all nations in obedience to 

Christ. (Mark 16:15)

8. If any of our members is providentially relocated, we will help them unite with another Bible

believing church as soon as possible where they can carry out the spirit of this covenant and 

the principles of God’s Word. (Heb 10:25)

9. “May the grace of the Lord Jesus, the love of the Father, and the fellowship of the Spirit be 

with us all.  Amen.”

Article VI – Standards

The following standards characterize the church’s organization and ministries:

1. Regenerate Membership

a. Anyone desiring to join the church must:

1) Communicate a testimony of saving faith in Christ as Lord and Savior; 

2) Articulate an basic understanding of the gospel;

3) Demonstrate growth in the fruit of the Spirit (2 Peter 1:5-8) (Gal 5:22-23); and

4) State their understanding and support of the church’s confession, covenant, and 

standards.

b. When someone expresses the desire to join the church:

1) The elders will arrange to meet with candidates to discuss their commitment to Christ 

and his church and for the elders to orient potential members.

2) The elders will invite church members to visit with the candidates.

3) Any questions or concerns about a candidate shall be brought to the elders.

4) Barring any biblical reason to refuse admittance to the church, the elders will 

recommend prospective members to the church body during a regular conference.

5) Members who cannot in good conscience vote to receive someone into the fellowship 

of the church shall make their reservations known to the elders prior to the vote and 

consensus should be sought where possible.
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6) A public showing of affirmation by members who are present will be required to 

receive someone into the fellowship of the church.

c. Every church member is expected to maintain a lifestyle that gives evidence of 

regeneration and manifests spiritual growth in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. (2 Pet. 3:18)

2. Covenantal Fellowship

a. Excluding any providential hindrances (i.e. health, work, or family issues) that preclude 

attendance, all church members will be expected to participate as fully as they are able in 

the ordinary meetings and gatherings of the church.

b. In addition to the primary Lord’s Day services, the church may establish other gatherings,

whether small or large, to facilitate the fellowship and discipleship of the church.

c. Such gatherings are to be characterized as Bible-saturated, Christ-Centered, and body 

edifying.

3. Elder Leadership

a. The primary leadership of the church will rest with the elders.  As God raises up men to 

serve as elders, the church will recognize, appoint, and support the ministry of the elders.

b. Any man who desires the office of an elder must manifest the biblical qualifications of an

elder. (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9)

c. The authority of the elders is limited to the scope of the local church in light of the clear 

teaching of Scripture. (Mt. 22:21; Luke 12:13-14; Acts 20:28)

d. The ministry of the elders is to provide teaching, leadership, and oversight to the church.

(Acts 20:28; 1 Tim. 5:17; Heb. 13:17; Jas. 5:14; 1 Pet. 5:1-4)

e. The authority to grant and remove membership and leadership privileges rests with the 

church. (Acts 6:1-6; 9:26; 1 Cor. 5:4-5, 13; 2 Cor. 2:6)

4. Regulative Worship

a. According to the Scriptures:

1) God alone is the Subject and Object of all Christian worship.

(Exod. 20:3-7; Deut. 6:5; Matt. 22:37-38)

2) God alone determines who may worship him and what constitutes acceptable worship.

(Lev. 3:1-10)

3) The Scriptures reveal the elements of worship that God requires.

b. The church, then, gathers weekly on the Lord’s Day (Exod. 20:8-11) to worship God in:

1) The public reading, preaching, teaching, and hearing of Scripture (1 Tim. 4:13)

2) The singing of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs of praise with grace in our hearts 

toward God. (Eph. 5:19-20; Col. 3:16)

3) The offering of prayers to God with thanksgiving.
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(Phil. 4:4-6; 1 Tim. 2:8)

4) The faithful practice of the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

(Mt. 28:19; Lk. 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-29)

c. Worship is a participatory engagement with God, not a performance to entertain an 

audience. (Ps. 95:1-6; Ps. 96:1-13)

d. Offerings are given to God as acts of worship and for his glory in the work of the 

ministry, the support of vocational elders, and the meeting of needs. (1 Cor. 16:1-2)

1) It is the solemn privilege and duty of each member to offer to God a portion of the 

material blessings he has received from God.

2) The amount of the offering is strictly a matter of personal conscience, liberty, and 

ability.

3) The offerings will be received weekly, in a manner befitting the orderly worship of 

God.

e. Activities not specifically regarded as worship will not interfere with the services set 

apart expressly for worship.  Such activities may be engaged at times other than worship 

services.

5. Expositional Preaching/Teaching

a. As the gospel is the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16), and God’s Word is a lamp 

unto our feet (Psa. 119:105), it follows that the preaching and teaching ministries of the 

church will emphasize an expositional approach to the delivery of the message.

1) An exposition is simply an explanation, in this case, of a particular text of Scripture.

2) Whereas a topical approach to preaching and teaching begins with a topic, for which a

variety of passages are chosen to support, illustrate, defend, and apply the topic, an 

expositional (or expository) approach begins with a biblical text, explains the text, and

applies the text.

b. Although a topical approach may be advantageous in certain circumstances, the ordinary 

course calls for a clear, consistent, and faithful exposition of each Scripture text in the 

context of a systematic study of each book of the Bible.

6. Formative Discipleship

a. Jesus commanded the church to “make disciples” (Mt. 28:19).  A disciple is a student and

learner of Jesus Christ; one who walks in the ways of and fellowship with Christ and his 

church.

b. The goal of biblical discipleship is to teach the redeemed in Christ to observe all that 

Christ commands (Mt. 28:20).

c. The methods of Christian discipleship will include Bible-saturated individual & small 

group instruction, counseling, and sharing.

7



7. Corrective Discipline

a. Discipline begins with a personal commitment to Christ.

b. Corrective discipline always has as its main goals the glory of God, the edification of the 

church, and the restoration of a member who has succumbed to temptation.  It is 

characterized by gospel and grace-driven accountability.

(Mt. 15:17-18; 2 Cor. 2:6-8; Gal. 6:1; Heb. 12:12-15; Jas. 5:19)

8. Incarnational Evangelism

a. The doctrine of evangelism grows out of the doctrines of Christ’s Lordship, worship, and 

church. (Acts 2:36; 4:12; Eph. 2:11-22; Heb. 12:28-29)

b. The church acknowledges Christ’s commands to proclaim the gospel clearly and 

intentionally to everyone regardless of race, color, language, culture, or any other 

demarcation by which people distinguish themselves.

(Mt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15; Lk. 24:46-49; Jn. 20:22-23; Acts 1:8)

c. Toward that end, the church will seek to promote a lifestyle of gospel proclamation in all 

our members.

d. The gospel mandate implies the incorporation into the local church of anyone who 

confesses faith in Christ, gives evidence of regeneration, and agrees to the standards of 

the church. (Acts 2:41, 47; 5:14; 11:24)

9. Confessional Catechism

Believing that the church’s confession nurtures and strengthens the unity and fellowship 

of the church, the church will periodically review the Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689

to the congregation, especially to potential members, youth, and children. 

(Phil. 1:27; 2:2)

10. Deacon Ministries

a. Ministry of Mercy: The deacons will visit the sick, elderly, hurting, and bereaved to see 

that they receive spiritual and physical comfort.  They will minister the Word of God, 

administer the church’s benevolence funds, and render counsel to those in need of 

assistance.  They will actively seek opportunities to do good, especially to those who are 

of the household of faith.

b. Business Affairs: The deacons will work with the elders to prepare and submit the annual 

budget to the elders before presenting it to the church for adoption.  Once the 

congregation approves the budget, the deacons, under the leadership of the elders, will be

responsible to administer the budget. The deacons will care for and maintain the church’s 

properties (as applicable).

11. Cooperative Associations
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a.  As an autonomous local church, we may establish, maintain, or dissolve associations, 

as it deems necessary for the edification of members, the enhancement of ministries, or 

the enablement of missions. (Acts 15; 2 Cor. 8:16-24; Gal. 1:1-2; Col. 4:12-16)

b.  The elders will consider and recommend to the church any such association deemed 

necessary and beneficial to the church that accords with the clear teachings of Scripture 

and does not undermine the church’s confession of faith, its covenant or practices.

c.  The associations with whom we desire fellowship at the publication of this document 

include:

1) Founders Ministries

2) Southern Baptist Convention  (Revised, July 2018, see Amendment 1)

Amendments

1. To Dissolve Association – In keeping with Article VI – 11 and desiring to maintain Biblical 

standards, WOGBC has agreed, in a special meeting of the elders and deacons on July 1, 2018, 

to dissolve its association with the Southern Baptist Convention on the grounds of doctrinal and 

moral degradation of the convention.  WOGBC continues to desire associations deemed 

necessary and beneficial to the church in keeping with the clear teachings of Scripture that do 

not undermine the church’s confession of faith, its standards, or its practices. (Romans 16:17-19;

2 Corinthians 6:17; 1 Timothy 6:3-5, 10)
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